
-   A   GRAIN   OF   MUSTARDSEED   - 
 

Dear Friends in Christ,                                         April 2018 
 

This year April ushers in “the queen of seasons, bright with the day of splendor” as a familiar Easter Hymn puts 

it, “this joyful Eastertide” wherein we rejoice at our Savior’s having conquered sin and death. Our worship was 

particularly rich: my thanks are extended to Dr. Radu and the choir for beautiful music, the Altar Guild, Flower 

Guild and Mr. Fife our Sexton for fitting out and adorning the church so carefully and lovingly and to all and 

sundry who have worshipped, prayed, sung, delivered flowers to shut-ins, brought friends to church, and invited 

others into your homes. Our aim in worshipping the risen Christ is to glorify God for His love and mercy, but 

also to draw others into the fellowship of saving knowledge and hope. Eastertide is the season of both 

contemplating and living the properly ordered life of Christian love.  The seasonal readings for daily Morning 

and Evening Prayer show us both how God called Israel of old how to live out the Law in the land of promise 

(Deuteronomy, Joshua) and how the new Israel, the Church, having had the Law fulfilled in Christ, lived after 

his likeness in its earliest days in anticipation of the true promised land above (The Acts of the Apostles). As 

Moses showed how to live in the Holy Land until the “Prophet great than (him)” came (Deut. 18:18), so now 

we, having had the Law mediated for all times and all places by “that prophet that should come into the world”, 

our Lord Jesus, live as the first disciples did: “continu(ing) stedfast…in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, 

and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.” (Acts 2:42).  Our ordered life in Christ is to be centered in prayerful 

meditation upon God’s Word and in faithful participation in the sacraments of the Church, especially in the 

Holy Communion. If daily worship and Scripture reading be the center of our lives then our weekly fellowship 

on Sundays ought to come naturally.  And if the joy of worshipping together be the hallmark our lives together, 

then all other forms of fellowship (working together, socializing, etc.) will be richer times, complementing our 

fundamental communion in Christ Jesus.  Let us take full advantage of the means of God’s grace offered in our 

parish: please note the opportunities for worship and fellowship illustrated in this newsletter and calendar.   
 

                   Yours in Christ, Edward L. Rix 

 

EASTERTIDE & FEAST DAY SERVICES 
 

The Lenten/Easter brochure in last month’s newsletter gave notice of the times for Eastertide Services, but let 

me remind you that Communion services are said at 10:00 am on Easter Monday and Easter Tuesday. In 

addition we keep the Feast of the Annunciation (displaced by Palm Sunday) on the Monday after the Easter 

Octave (April 9) with a 10:00 a.m. Communion Service and St. Mark the Evangelist is commemorated with 

Communion at 10:00 am on Wednesday the 25
th

. 
 

BAPTISM AND CONFIRMATION 
 

I mentioned above the crucial importance of the Sacraments, faithfully administered, to our life in Christ. We 

happily anticipate a baptism at 9:00 a.m. on the First Sunday after Easter (Low Sunday). Please pray for Liam 

Trout who will be incorporated into Christ’s Body that day.  And we are reminded that Confirmation represents 

a fruition of Baptismal grace in our lives as we make the promises of faith and repentance made by our 

Godparents on our behalf and pray for the seven-fold gifts of the Holy Spirit to be strengthened in us by the 

Apostolic Laying on of Hands. Our current Episcopal Visitor (and old friend) Bishop David Njovu of Lusaka, 

Zambia (who also happens to be my diocesan bishop) will visit us in the month of May for Confirmation (May 

13). Pray for our confirmands Jeremy, Judah and Caleb Cannon and Henry Rix as the day approaches.  And if 

anyone wishes to visit with or entertain Bishop Njovu while he is here (May 10 to 14) please let me know now 

so we can schedule appropriately. 
 

RECTORY POT-LUCK 
 

Father and Mrs. Rix would like to welcome the parish to the Rectory for a Sunday evening pot-luck dinner on 

the third Sunday of the month, April 17
th

.  Drop by the Rectory at 723 Braeburn Lane in Penn Valley from 5:00 

p.m. onward and bring a covered dish, salad, dessert, etc.  All are welcome (bring a friend!). 
 

 
 

“The kingdom of God…is like a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and cast into his garden; and it grew, and waxed a great 

tree; and the fowls of the air lodged in the branches of it.” St. Luke 13:18-19 


