
-   A   GRAIN   OF   MUSTARDSEED   - 
 

Dear Friends in Christ,                             December 2018 
 

As Christmas approaches, it’s hard to focus on anything but that joyous season.  However most of this month is 

taken up by the longer season of Advent which is not merely a ‘warm-up’ period for Christmas.  In the past few 

years we have stressed the unique nature of these two seasons: A prayerful season of Advent helps us to focus 

our eyes on Christ’s second coming and to prepare ourselves for that coming by living out that one essential 

obligation of loving one another (Romans 13:8).  It’s also a good antidote to the secularization of the pre-

Christmas season. Despite the world’s admonition to ‘conspicuously consume’, Advent is given by the Church 

as a time for self-denial, prayer and Bible study. But we don’t need to be Grinches! Just as it is possible to plan 

for the future without becoming “anxious for the morrow”, it is also possible to have a holy Advent and still 

make Christmas preparations. The seasons are not so unique as to be opposed to one another. In fact, each 

presumes the other. Saint John says that “the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the 

devil…” and that we might “be called the sons of God.”  Jesus came into the world to save us from sin, the flesh 

and the devil; to teach us of His Father; to enable us, by His Spirit, to become the sons of God like Him, the Son 

of God; to prepare us for an eternal union with Him, the Father and the Holy Spirit. We can neither think of 

Christmas without the Cross nor either without thinking about eternity. Christmas is the beginning of that great 

series of sacred events that will finish with Christ’s Second Coming to give the blessed of His Father their 

eternal reward.  Christmas is for Advent.  Advent could not be without Christmas. The two are moments in one 

history of our Salvation. May this Advent be a rich season of preparation for you and your family. Take time to 

pray, attend the Quiet Day on December 8
th

, maybe even do without some of those special treats we will no 

doubt enjoy to excess at Christmas.  Note the dates for our Christmastide celebrations in the Calendar and may 

your Noel be filled with the knowledge of God’s love for you in His Son.     

Edward L. Rix 

ADVENT/CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 
 

Our Advent Quiet Day is Saturday, December 8
th

 (Communion at 8:00 a.m. followed by breakfast, three 

addresses and silent times, bagged lunch, Evening Prayer at 2:00 p.m).  Our annual St. Nicholas Party is at 

11:30 a.m. on Sunday the 9
th

. The Sunday School (no doubt with some help from parishioners!) will present 

their annual Christmas Pageant during the 10:00 a.m. service on the 16
th

. The Advent Ember Days are 

observed on Wednesday the 19
th

 and Saturday the 22
nd

 with 10:00 said services of Holy Communion. The 

Friday Ember Day is precluded by the observation of the feast of St. Thomas the Apostle on Friday the 21
st
 on 

which day we will also have a 10:00 Communion service. Our Advent Carols and Lessons service is on 

Sunday the 23
rd

 at 10:00 a.m. service, followed by the Greening of the Church at 11:30 a.m. On Christmas Eve 

(Monday the 24
th

) we have our usual services at 5:00 (Holy Communion with the setting of the Crèche) and 

11:00 p.m. (Festal Communion with string and brass accompaniment preceded by the 10:30 p.m. Musical 

Prelude).  On Christmas Day we will have sung Holy Communion at 10:00 a.m. (with brass accompaniment).  

Communion services are held on the Feasts of St. Stephen (the 26
th

), St. John the Evangelist (the 27
th

) and the 

Holy Innocents (the 28
th

) all at 10:00 a.m. Finally our Christmas Lessons and Carols Service is on the First 

Sunday after Christmas (December 30
th

) at 10:00 a.m. and the feast of The Circumcision of Christ (New 

Year’s Day) is kept with a said service of Holy Communion at 10:00 a.m. 
 

SHORTFALL CAMPAIGN - STEWARDSHIP 2019 
 

We cannot sufficiently express our thanks for the overwhelming support and generosity shown by parishioners 

during our recent shortfall campaign. Gifts small and large were made by a good percentage of our numbers 

totaling about $70,000.00 which should allow to end the year on a very firm financial footing and even 

complete a few extra repair projects in that time. Now our hope is that this great and generous spirit will be 

translated into a successful Pledge Campaign for 2019. Most of you will have received an appeal letter and 

pledge card. Please give serious prayer as you use that card as a tool to set a discipline of prayer, fasting and 

almsgiving for the coming year. It is crucial to the future of our parish that our spirit of thanksgiving manifest 

itself in a spirit of generous, sacrificial giving of ourselves, our souls and bodies to the work of Christ in this 

place and beyond the boundaries of our parish. We need to grow: individually and as a parish. Let us all pledge 

to be good stewards of the Gospel, sharing Christ’s words and inviting others into fellowship with us. 
 

VESTRY 2019-2022 
 

Please forward names of potential Vestrymen to the Vestry Nominating Committee (Mrs. Sharon Hawkins, 

chairman with Samuel Griffin and Perrin Hamilton), the Wardens or the Parish Priest so that these folks can be 

interviewed prior to our Annual General Meeting in early February. Nominees should be regular attendees, 

active in their participation and support of the parish and eager to serve and grow in Christ. 
 

 
 

 “The kingdom of God…is like a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and cast into his garden; and it grew, and 

waxed a great tree; and the fowls of the air lodged in the branches of it.” St. Luke 13:18-19 


