
-   A   GRAIN   OF   MUSTARDSEED   - 
 

Dear Friends in Christ:                    June 2016 
 

As Trinitytide is the season of purposeful growth in Christian virtue (i.e. “sanctification”), so the provision of faithful, 

consistent pastoral care occupies much of a clergyman’s thoughts at this time of year. Our parish has been blessed with 

faithful clergy in its +100 years and has always accepted its role in the formation of new generations of priests, both by 

training seminarians and hiring assistant curates who have gone on to shepherd their own congregations.  I might add that 

the list of these faithful students and assistants (dozens) far exceeds that of the priests in charge of the Parish since its 

founding (six) and includes our current student assistants Tyler and Victor. But ministry faithfully exercised also entails 

faithfulness to all God’s commandments, including the command to rest.  I usually take Monday as my day of rest. That’s 

complicated by monthly Vestry meetings and feast day observations but I, thankfully, have latitude in my schedule to 

compensate for this on other days.  Likewise it is not always convenient for me to take the full allotment of vacation or 

study leave but we try to make these breaks for refreshment and renewal standard practice. This coming month I have 

been asked by our friend Bishop Sadock Makaya to address a youth conference as part of the 50
th
 anniversary of his 

Diocese of Western Tanganyika. This invitation to teach 3500-4000 young Christians (there will be 8000 total at the 

anniversary service itself!) I have accepted as testimony to the good relationship our parish has had with the Anglican 

Church in this and other Tanzanian dioceses for decades, but it will require my being away for ten days in late June.  

When I return, we will travel north to spend four full weeks with my family whom we have not seen in two years. So I 

will be away from the parish for the best part of six weeks and this does present some practical problems.  The first is the 

provision of pastoral care in my absence: we have good friends amongst the clergy who can always be counted on for 

pastoral emergencies; our good friend Dr. Keefer can take all of our Thursday services in that period, but finding someone 

for Sunday services has proven difficult. So expect something of a creative approach to leadership in worship on Sundays 

during late June and the month of July. You will note in this month’s calendar that there are no communion services 

appointed for the feasts of John the Baptist and St. Peter. Because attendance at these services has all but evaporated, I 

thought it unreasonable to pay a supply priest to prepare for a mass that probably couldn’t be celebrated anyway.  In 

September we will likely move to celebrating feast days with communion at 10:00 am with a view to increasing our 

fellowship on these important days. Finally, let me thank everyone who hosted or offered support to Bishop and Mrs. 

Lugumira during their visit last month, and for your support of those whom the Bishop confirmed: may they (and all of 

us) live as becomes our Confirmation vows, this Trinitytide and always. 

             Yours in Christ, Edward L. Rix 

Lord, who hast form’d me out of mud, 

And hast redeem’d me through thy bloud, 

And sanctifi’d me to do good; 
 

Purge all my sinnes done heretofore; 

For I confesse my heavie score, 

And I will strive to sinne no more. 
 

Enrich my heart, mouth, hands in me, 

With faith, with hope, with charitie; 

That I may runne, rise, rest, with thee.  
 

George Herbert 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL AWARDS & BBQ – JUNE 5
th

 
 

Our annual awards Sunday is June 5
th
. We will give thanks for (and thank!) our Sabbath School teachers and Childcare 

workers at the 10:00 service and will acknowledge the accomplishments of our children and youth. Afterward all are 

invited to a proper barbeque (low and slow) and cookout (hot and fast) at the Rectory where salads and dessert items (and 

your friends) will be welcomed contributions (ribs, brisket, burgers, hotdogs and drinks provided).  
 

WORK ON CHURCH & RECTORY 
 

Work will shortly commence on the exterior of the altar wall of the church. You will recall our stabilizing its foundation 

two years ago: now that we have confidence in its soundness, we will go about repairing the damage to the pointing of the 

wall’s exterior and surrounding walls in the memorial garden and exterior of the sacristy, as well as resetting the coping 

(capstones) on the ridge of the wall and those on the Lybrand hallway. It is hoped that, by the time this work finishes, 

construction will begin in earnest of our new tower entrance on Montgomery Avenue. Final plans for the new steps, ramp, 

railing and landscaping are being completed as you read this.  The Rectory is also receiving some necessary work: 

Countertops have been replaced in the kitchen and soon work will begin to add ventilation to the bathrooms, repaint much 

of the interior, deal with the chipping lead finish in the children’s rooms, and refinish about half of the hardwood floors.  

Thanks are extended to my wife and father-in-law for removing and reinstalling the kitchen cabinets, completing all the 

plumbing and installing the tile backsplash relative to the installation of the countertops: this saved us a considerable 

amount of money. And another word of thanks goes to our Chairman of Property and Grounds, Sam Griffin, for 

overseeing much of this work.  

 
 

 “The kingdom of God…is like a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and cast into his garden; and it grew, and 

waxed a great tree; and the fowls of the air lodged in the branches of it.” St. Luke 13:18-19 


