
-A GRAIN OF MUSTARDSEED- 

 

Dear Friends in Christ,                                November 2017 
 

We commemorate individual saints on specific days throughout the year but the Church gives us one day each year to 

give thanks for the whole saintly band.  Saints are those who bear the marks of beatitude (as described by our Lord in the 

gospel of the day) as they witness to Christ’s living, dying and rising for us and conform their lives to His holy life. They 

follow the way of his Cross, denying themselves, forsake the world and their own lives, even unto death, and serve God 

and their fellow man.  And as Jesus rose again in victory over death and sin, so the saints, either alive in this world or at 

rest in the Lord, await the day of the general resurrection when they will comprise that great multitude described by St. 

John in Revelation 7 and singing the praise of God and the Lamb for all eternity.  These are the abiding marks of the 

saints, whether formally canonized by the Church or not, whether at rest with the Lord or alive in this present world.  

Simply put, to be a saint is to be a Christian, a proper Christian.  Are we such saints? We look to the saints for examples 

of holy living and dying and they, in turn, point us to Jesus, the perfect paradigm of beatitude. With right belief goes right 

living. In the month of “All Saints’”, our month, we ought to be particularly mindful of our duty as ‘saints,’ members of 

Christ’s Body, in supporting that Body in prayer, fasting and almsgiving. Later this month we go through that yearly 

spiritual exercise of setting goals for ourselves as regards our ordered, Christian lives. We ought to take our example from 

those who have gone before us in the faith when establishing such discipline for ourselves. May we all be found numbered 

in the body of those faithful ones when we shall meet our Lord at His coming.                        

                                  Yours in Christ, Edward L. Rix 
 

DEDICATION OF THE NEW TOWER ENTRY 

FEAST OF TITLE SERVICE & LUNCHEON 
 

I want to thank everyone who has contributed to the completion of a long-awaited addition to our parish: the rebuilding of 

our Tower entry and landscaping of the front lawn. Some of you have served on committees (there have been several in 

my near twenty years in the parish), many of you have made generous donations, and some of you have even gotten your 

hands into the task itself.  All of you have been patient!  Now the time comes to dedicate this work to the Lord, who has 

“preserved our going out and our coming in” (Psalm 121:8), who makes us glad when we enter into His house (Psalm 

122:1) and in whose house we would prefer to be doorkeepers, rather than to dwell in unrighteousness (Psalm 84: 10). I 

encourage you all to attend our 10:00 a.m. Festal Communion service this coming Sunday, November 5
th
 (the Sunday in 

the Octave of All Saints’ Day and our patronal festival).  At the beginning of the service we will dedicate our new Tower 

entry way and handicapped ramp. Following the 10:00 service is our annual potluck luncheon to which all are invited, 

with plenty of room for friends and guests. 
 

VESTRY NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
 

The Vestry will shortly appoint a Nominating Committee to oversee the election of new Vestry members for the 2018-

2020 Vestry term. Until that time, names of potential vestrymen ought to be given to either the Wardens (Mr. Michael 

Yoh and Mr. Jonathan Wistar) or Fr. Rix.  Qualifications for membership on the vestry are posted around the parish on 

bulletin boards.  Names should be submitted by the end of November so that the Committee can interview eligible 

nominees in December/early January in advance of our Annual General Meeting. 

 

THE PHASS FAMILY MOVES ON 
 

“Parting is such sweet sorrow” said the Bard, but it is an inevitable part of our lives.  Having finished his studies at 

Reformed Episcopal Seminary, Tyler Phass moves on to his first parish placement in Florida in early December.  He, 

Holly, Solome and Naomi have been wonderful members of our fellowship for three and a half years and we will miss 

their presence among us.  Their last Sunday with us will be November 26
th
: please join us that day as we send them off 

with our thanks and blessing.  Happily our second seminarian family, Kevin and Mary Willis Fife, will be moving into the 

Sexton’s apartment with Kevin taking over Tyler’s duties the following week. 
 

STEWARDSHIP 2018 
 

The BCP encourages us to offer to God “ourselves, our souls and bodies.” Our stewardship isn’t simply about giving to 

the Church: It is our acknowledgement of God’s claim on us, that we have been “bought with a price.” And so we return 

some respectable portion of our lives to Him, His Church, His service. Our pledge cards each year ask not only for a 

monetary pledge, but also a pledge of our time and energy in the service of God: A committing of ourselves to God, not 

simply our cash.  How much of our money and time do we give to unessential things outside of Church (luxuries, club 

dues, treats for ourselves)?  How does this compare to our commitment to Christ in His Church.  Only we can determine 

for this ourselves (with assistance of the Holy Spirit and perhaps with the guidance of a spiritual director). Of course the 

answer is always “more” for none of us (this writer included) has given himself wholly to God, but our ever-increasing 

attempts to do so are the outward sign of our inward desire for that closer relationship with the Lord we ought all to covet. 
 

 
 

“The kingdom of God…is like a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and cast into his garden; and it grew, and 

waxed a great tree; and the fowls of the air lodged in the branches of it.” St. Luke 13:18-19 


