
-   A   GRAIN   OF   MUSTARDSEED   - 
 

Dear Friends in Christ:           September 2016 
 

With September comes the beginning of another program year in the Parish: Sunday School, Youth Group, Adult 

Education and Choir all re-start in earnest.  All of these ministries are means of participation in the evangelistic work of 

the Church in this place: we aim to deepen our own conversion to Christ through the sanctifying grace of sacrament, 

prayer, education and fellowship; we hope to draw others into the saving grace of Christ’s Holy Spirit in the Body of His 

Church.  Two things are required for that to happen: we must be active participants ourselves, recognizing our need for 

growth in Christ; and we must do what we can to highlight our ministry and invite others into fellowship.  We are doing 

what we can by way of advertising, fine-tuning the information on our website (www.allsaintswynnewood.org), making 

better use of the Diocesan weekly newsletter, utilizing high-visibility signage and distributing handbills for our special 

activities.  At the end of the day, however, the most effective way of drawing people into our programs, our fellowship 

and the greater Body of Christ, is to personally invite them.  We have so much to offer: this number of our newsletter will 

highlight some of the upcoming evangelistic and fellowship activities in the parish.  In addition to the offerings mentioned 

here, do not forget the daily worship offering of Morning and Evening Prayer: if you cannot drop by the parish for the 

daily office, let it be an inspiration to you in developing a discipline of daily prayer and Bible reading. 

 

            In Christ, Edward L. Rix 
 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH MINISTRY 
 

Sunday School begins on Sunday, September 11
th
.  As with last year, classes for Preschool and Early Elementary, 

Elementary and Middle and High School will meet each week at 9:00 a.m. We encourage parents to bring their children to 

worship at the 10:00 service where, according to their age and ability they will be encouraged to take part in the worship 

of the Church in the choir, acolyte guild or guild of ushers and greeters. A training session will be held in early September 

for acolytes. Youth Group meetings and activities will begin in later September. This year we will be partnering with our 

friends at Holy Comforter, Drexel Hill for most of our Youth Group activities. Catechism classes will also begin again 

later this Fall with a view to our having a Confirmation in late Spring. We currently have four candidates for 

Confirmation: let Fr. Rix know if know of anyone who is “ready and desirous of being Confirmed.” Finally we aim to 

host at least one fellowship activity for youth and their families as well as the general parish membership each month this 

program year.  Activities for the Fall include a casual hike at a local State Park, bowling and a hayride and bonfire. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
 

The Tuesday morning Study Group, stalwarts that they are, have continued to meet throughout the summer. They 

continue their weekly, 7:00 a.m. meeting with a light breakfast and the study of Twenty-five Books Every Christian Should 

Read.  The Thursday Bible Study resumes on September 8
th
 and continues their in-depth study of the history of salvation 

and covenant and marriage, especially in the Book of Exodus.  Sunday Adult Forum will resume on September 11
th
.  Adult 

Forum this fall will consist of an extended study of the Song of Songs, interspersed by visits and talks from several of our 

outreach partners.  Looking ahead to October, the Fall School of Religion will be an extended study of the theology of 

Christian Marriage. These sessions will be held on Wednesday evenings in October at 7:00 p.m. and would be appropriate 

for Youth Group and Confirmation Class members.  These sessions will culminate in a public seminar to be held here at 

All Saints’ on the evening of October 28
th
 and Morning of the 29

th
, sponsored by the Prayer Book Society of America. 

The topic will be a Christian theology of Gender and Marriage as seen in the Marriage Rite of the 1662 Book of Common 

Prayer.  The speakers will be Dr. Anthony Esolen of Providence College, an internationally respected literary scholar and 

cultural critic and Dr. Roberta Bayer of Patrick Henry College, editor of Anglican Way, the Prayer Book Society 

magazine. 
 

PROPERTY AND GROUNDS 
 

By now most of you will know that Mr. Parrillo is no longer our Sexton and Verger.  We have begun advertising for a 

new person to fill this position.  In the meantime we have procured the services of a cleaning company and yard service 

and ask you to let the parish leadership know of any pressing maintenance issues requiring our attention.  Over the 

summer quite a lot of work was completed on the physical fabric of our property: the exterior wall behind the altar and 

sections of the adjacent walls were completely repointed. The coping stones along the eve and atop the Lybrand hallway 

were all reset.  A new lattice wall has been placed along the Lybrand Hallway in the Memorial Garden in memory of Nick 

and Polly Biddle. This wall will both improve the view of the memorial plaques and block the view of the air conditioning 

equipment.  Temporary repairs have been made to our crumbling tower steps: temporary because the whole works will be 

removed and reassembled when our new handicapped accessible ramp is constructed this autumn (see illustrations 

enclosed).  Finally quite a lot of work was done to alleviate problems with drainage and flooding of the lower level 

bathrooms in the Parish House. Special thanks are due to Jonathan Wistar for overseeing much of this work while I was 

on vacation. 

 

 
 

 “The kingdom of God…is like a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and cast into his garden; and it grew, and 

waxed a great tree; and the fowls of the air lodged in the branches of it.” St. Luke 13:18-19 

http://www.allsaintswynnewood.org/

