
-   A   GRAIN   OF   MUSTARDSEED   - 
 

Dear Friends in Christ:              Summer 2016 
 

Our Lord never promised us that life in His Body would be easy by worldly estimations.  Despite the prosperity and 

success promised by many sects and denominations, the fact remains that the clear teaching of the Christ in the Gospel is 

that friendship with Him brings hatred from the world; following Him means sharing in the Cross.  That does not mean 

that Christ, in His Spirit, does not fill our hearts with joy in the midst of this earthly pilgrimage.  On the contrary, the fact 

that we suffer for the faith and encounter the Cross in our Christian witness is proof of Christ’s all-knowing divinity (He 

said it be so) and of our membership in His body (ditto).  That is joy enough for a Christian and just makes him that much 

more hungry for the eternal joy that is offered hereafter. Still, we find ourselves on an earthly pilgrimage with a command 

from our Lord to “preach the gospel to all nations.”  We are to draw people into fellowship with Christ, by the power of 

His Spirit. Our concern is often how to make church itself more palatable, more ‘user-friendly’ to people but I think that 

concern is often misplaced. We often use such techniques as mental excuses from witnessing boldly to our neighbors, 

family and friends.  How many of us have invited someone to Church?  How many people have wanted to come to our 

Church because they see the love and truth of Christ manifested in our lives?  We, ourselves, ought to be ‘user-friendly,’ 

the user being God, using us as magnets to draw people to Himself.  As the Church, our concern for our visitors ought to 

be that they hear and see nothing of us but the pure Gospel of Christ. I know we feel weary by times in this task.  We want 

to see more growth, we “have toiled all the night,” and feel that we “have taken nothing.”  But our Gospel for the Fifth 

Sunday after Trinity reminds us that it is Christ who both commands us and enables us in this task: “…nevertheless at thy 

word I will let down the net.  And when they had this done, they enclosed a great multitude of fishes: and their net brake.”  

What blessings Christ has in store for us if we obey His call to “let down the net.”       

            Yours in Christ, Edward L. Rix 
 

‘SAFE’ CHURCHES FOR VACATION 
 

Every summer parishioners ask me where they might attend a faithful Anglican congregation while on vacation.  This is 

no easy task (even for your pastor!) and often the answer is, there simply isn’t one in that region wherein you are 

intending to vacation.  The best guide I know of is the Directory of traditional Anglican and Episcopal parishes 

maintained by the Fellowship of Concerned Churchmen on its website at: http://anglicanchurches.net/?page_id=7 . When 

there isn’t an orthodox parish where you are travelling, by all means do not stay away from church!  Find a Bible-

believing, reformed Church or attend an Eastern Orthodox or Roman Catholic Church (wherein it is proper to respect their 

discipline and not receive the Sacrament) and receive our Lord in the Word written as it is declared and preached.  
 

PROPERTY AND GROUNDS UPDATE 
 

As you have no doubt noticed, work has commenced to repair the pointing on the exterior walls of the church adjacent to 

the Memorial Garden, altar, sacristy and Lybrand hallway. By summer’s end work will begin in earnest on the new 

wheelchair ramp at the tower entrance of the church. Most of the old booths from Country Fairs of years past have been 

removed from the undercroft of the church and have found new life as Country Fair booths at Ryerss Farm for Aged 

Equines (yes…for real…look it up).  And as we mentioned last month, the rectory kitchen has received new countertops 

and backsplash, some updated wiring and fixtures and vents are being installed in two bathrooms.  In July extensive 

painting will be done and hardwood floors will be refinished and repaired as needed. We continue to have excellent 

tenants at the 515 Manor Rd. Rectory who intend to continue renting for two more years and Vox Ama Deus, the Greater 

Philadelphia Church of Christ, Trish Giangiulio and others continue to share space with us and make regular donations 

toward the upkeep of our properties. A local Martial Arts instructor may soon start a weekly class in Karate and Tai Chi.  

We are doing our very best to make the best use of our facilities and to keep them in the best state of repair.  Your 

donations toward these efforts, as always, are much appreciated.  
 

FEAST DAYS – JULY, AUGUST AND BEYOND 

 

With Father Rix on vacation, there will be no week-day feasts kept in the month of July. Independence Day will be 

observed on Sunday the 3
rd

, per our usual custom, and the parish office will be closed on the 4
th
. The Prayer Book 

appoints appropriate lessons for Morning and Evening Prayer on Independence Day (p. xlii) and I encourage all of you to 

make worship part of your celebration. Likewise there will be no service for St. James on July 25
th
. The Transfiguration is 

on August 6
th: 

Morning Prayer and Holy Communion are at 8:00 am in the Lady Chapel and likewise for St. Bartholomew 

on the 24
th
. Beginning in September, week-day feasts and solemnities will be kept with Morning Prayer at the accustomed 

time (8:30 a.m.) and Holy Communion at 10:00 a.m.  It is hoped that this will improve attendance at these feasts. The first 

such observation will be St. Matthew on September 21
st
.  

 

SUMMER STUDY AND FELLOWSHIP 
 

Our Tuesday morning study group continues throughout the summer.  This group is currently studying The Second Epistle 

to the Corinthians, meets at 7:00 a.m. and has coffee and a light breakfast. Our Thursday Bible study takes a break until 

September 8
th
. 

 
 

 “The kingdom of God…is like a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and cast into his garden; and it grew, and 

waxed a great tree; and the fowls of the air lodged in the branches of it.” St. Luke 13:18-19 
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